CHAPTER XII
HENRY  V  AND  THE  INVESTITURE   CONTEST
,k • ^HE first great conflict between Empire and Papacy T*16 period
I ended with the death of the excommunicated Henry ^^^^.3
JL IV in 1106, and the schism was healed by the recon- struggle
ciliation of his son Henry V with the Church. The main issue
between the sacerdotium and the regnum was not raised again
for half a century, but the interval of peace between the king
of Germany and the Pope was a short one. A new contest
arose, out of the conditions of the preceding schism, but
otherwise unconnected with it. The controversial literature,
which had raged furiously over the rival claims to authority
of the ecclesiastical and temporal powers, broke out afresh;
but it was now solely concerned with a minor issue, one that
had been little debated before—the question of Lay Investi-
ture. So, when peace was finally reached in 1122, this was the
question that was settled. To modern writers it has appeared
that Henry V resumed immediately the contest his father
had failed to decide, and they therefore speak of a conflict
lasting for half a century—the Investiture Struggle, begun
by the investiture decree of Gregory VII in 1075 and ended
by the Concordat of Worms in 1122. Gregory's decree pre-
ceded the conflict with Henry IV, but did not provoke it; it
was, however, the ultimate cause of the conflict of the Papacy
with Henry V. There were, in fact, two contests : in the last
quarter of the eleventh century, over the general issue between
the sacerdotium and the regnum; in the first quarter of the
twelfth century, over a particular issue, on which the king
of Germany (as also the king of England) was determined to
maintain his traditional rights.
Henry V began his reign in an ambiguous position.    To Henry V's
gain the throne, he had entered into league with the two]
powers which, united, had defeated his father—the German1
nobles and the Papacy;   and so he had to walk warily at
249

